
  

Coming Events 
 

  1  June    Hurricane Season begins - prepare your boat         p. 10-11 
 
  5 June    Cape Romano Beach Picnic        1100         p. 14 
    with Sportfishing Club    

 10 June Captain’s Meeting @ CJ’s on the Bay   1700         p.  4 
 
 19 June MISPS Monthly Lunch - Little Bar    1200         p.  5 
     in Goodland 
             3 July             Whitehorse Key Day Cruise                 1130         p.  5 
 
          8 July  Captain’s Meeting @ CJ’s on the Bay   1700          p.  4 
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 Conch Republic Cruise - Key West, FL 

“The Bloody Sea Battle”  for the Conch Republic:  cannons 
firing from the shore, water cannons blasting the boats, and 
toilet paper bombs fall from planes and helicopters!                 
The motto:   “We Seceded Where Others Failed” 

See pages 19 - 23 for more ... 

Flag 
Day  
June 
14th 
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS  BRIDGE  

Above is an alphabetical list of The Eagle’s Eye advertisers. 
When you visit their establishments and use their services, 
please tell them you are a member of the Marco Island Sail and 
Power Squadron and saw their advertisement here. We want 
them to know we appreciate their support for our publication 
and organization. 

EAGLE’S EYE DEADLINE  
Members are encouraged to submit material to the Editor by 
the second Friday of the month but not later than the 15th. 
Copy may be mailed, hand delivered or e-mailed. The Eagle’s 
Eye is the official publication of the Marco Island Sail and 
Power Squadron with ten issues yearly. Opinions expressed in 
The Eagle’s Eye are those of the author of the article and do 
not necessarily represent the position of The Eagle’s Eye, 

MISPS or USPS. © MISPS, 2009 All Rights Reserved 
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A VIEW FROM THE 
BRIDGE 

Cdr Gary Riss, S  

This issue is the Squadron’s first 
attempt at a web only issue.  A 
big thank you to P/C Andy 
Battaglia for the idea and the ef-
fort to pull it off.  This August, 
Andy will do the second web 
only issue.  Hopefully, this is a 
forerunner of things to come.   
 

 Thanks to all of you who attended the D/22 Conference 
as delegates.  The information you brought back will be 
of importance to the future of the Squadron.  Please let 
your bridge members know of any new ideas you col-
lected. It was a pleasure for MISPS to receive the fol-
lowing awards at the D/22 Conference:  Distinction in 
Journalism, the Three Star Award, the USPS Educa-
tional Fund Certificate of Merit along with a contribu-
tion to the Educational Fund, and the Naples Cruise & 
Rendezvous Trophy (most boats at  the C & R). 
 

 The first Captain’s meeting at CJ’s on the Bay was a 
great success.  This will be continued for June, July, Au-
gust and September on the second Wednesday at 17:00. 
On October 14, we will return to the Yacht Club for our 
regular dinner membership meeting.  Dorothy Harkness 
will be sending out the details in future editions. 
 

 Tippy Cavanagh has been busy with the lunch meet-
ings.  In May, the luncheon was combined with the 
cruise group to Naples.  We met at the Boathouse and 

(Continued on page 9) 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

P/C Andy B., AP 

This is my first attempt at 
doing a “Supplemental” 
online only  newsletter!  I 
hope you will visit our web-
site and enjoy the colorful 
issue… let me know your 
thoughts.  Thanks! 

June 14th 

        Veterans can Render Military Salute   

A recent Congressional Amendment in the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2009 specifies that Veterans who are present but 
not in uniform may render the military salute 
during the playing of the National Anthem, the 

Pledge of Allegiance and while 
the U.S. flag is hoisted, lowered 
or while passing in a parade. �           

Source: by Bill Rogers - WPS Starboard Watch 
(Winter 2009) and from The Salute sponsored by 
Secretary of the Army and Army Chief of Staff. 

 

Mike Polly Randy Graham                                 
Office (239) 642-0067—Fax (239) 642- 9540                         

941 Windward Drive, Marco Island, FL 34145                
email:  imsmarine@embarqmail.com        
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER  

 

This office is presently 
VACANT!!  We need 
someone to step forward 
to fill this office for the 
continuation of our 
Squadron.  You will have 
plenty of assistance when 
you volunteer for this im-
portant office.  Please do 
not let the office remain 
vacant any longer. ��

146 INSPECTIONS 

TO DATE . . . 

Are you proudly displaying your 
VSC decal?  Help promote boat 
safety, call one of the following 
Vessel Safety Examiners: 

Alan Epstein, Chair.         389-1487           
Owen Henning, Ed. Dir.     394-4744  

Andy Battaglia         642-5721    
Philip Bruni          394-2009     
Lee Harkness          642-3575    
Jim O’Connell           393-0651 
Erin Olmes          394-5415   
Jim Olmes          394-5415    
Rudi Landwaard         389-4444   
Steve Moore          642-3655   
Gerry Odenbach         394-1210   
Bob Richardson              389-2009    

  

Civic       
Service      
for our  
Community 

  

 

 

 

 

 

       Captain’s Meeting: 1700 

On June 10th MISPS members will 
gather at the Esplanade at CJ’s on the 
Bay gazebo bar to socialize and enjoy 
conversation about squadron and 
summer activities.  We’ll meet again 
on July 8th … same place, same time. 

   Please join us for the fun! 
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Attention: in our next Eagle’s Eye 
newsletter look for an article explaining 
“Boat Operator Certification” written 
by P/D/C Janet U. Lane, SN from  
Naples Sail & Power Squadron. 
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WHITE HORSE KEY PICNIC 

Bring your own everything! Bring a friend. 
Bring family.  Let us know if you need a ride 
or if you can take someone on your boat.  

CONTACT:                                                      
Bryan Mordecai 642-1006             
Andy Battaglia 642-5721 

Not for navigation 
… area is subject  
to change. 

When:  3 July 2009 1130 - 1400 hrs. 

 

 

 

 Join us for Lunch at the Little Bar Restaurant               
 in Goodland .......... Friday, June 19th at noon 
   We will order from the following menu upon arriv al. 

 Fresh Fish & Chips                                                                                
     fresh fish of the day lightly breaded, golden brown  served with fries and slaw 

Seafood Salad Royal                                                                                     
 red ripe tomato stuffed with shrimp and crab meat cottage cheese, veggies, fruit and a muffin 

 Italian Beef Sandwich                                                                                            
 thinly sliced roast beef on grilled garlic bread, fries & slaw 

Grilled or Blackened Chicken Breast Salad                                                               
 served over fresh mixed greens, tomato, red onion, red peppers Italian or raspberry vinaigrette dressing 

       Lunch includes coffee, tea, soda and homemade key l ime pie.  

             Admission: $18.95 per person                                                                                        
   Make check payable to MISPS & send to:  

  Tippy Cavanagh ,  228 Bass Court,  Marco Island, FL  34145                                      
           393-9158         For Receipt by June 15 5 
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Members of the Squadron met as the Boating Activities Committee to plan another interesting and varied 
boating schedule for the coming months.  We feel the committee came up with an exciting list of activities.  
Make your plans now to attend as many of these activities as you can.  If you would like to participate in any 
of these trips, but don’t have a boat, let the Cruise Captain know and we will work out a ride sharing agree-
ment with another member. 

  —-Barry Noffze, Chair, Boating Activities 

For additional information contact the individual                                                                                            
cruise captain or Barry Noffze at 642-6055 

Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron 

Dates Destination Cruise Captain Phone 

    
5 Jun Cape Romano Beach Picnic with Sportfishing Club Andy Battaglia 642-5721 

3 Jul White Horse Key Bryan Mordecai 642-1006 

7 Aug Caxambas Sandbar Barry Noffze 642-6055 

23-26 Sep Cape Harbor/Legacy Yacht Harbor Lee Harkness 642-3575 

Oct 15-16 

 

Naples City Dock Andy Battaglia               
Bryan Mordecai 

642-5724           
642-1006 

    

    

6-9 Nov District C & R  /  Fisherman’s Village Jim Ferry 394-5721 

    

    

Boating Activities 

 
Lee & Dorothy Harkness on Zephyr V at Cape Harbor     
Marina with Owen Henning and Bryan Mordecai on dock. 

MISPS burgee with Joe’s Crab Shack in      
background - Legacy Yacht Harbor, Ft. Myers 7 
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had a good crowd.  The info for the June lunch at 
Little Bar in Goodland is contained in this issue.  
Please let Tippy know as early as possible that you 
will be attending.  The summer season is a time for 
laid back lunches with good friends, both old and 
new 
 

 We encourage new members to attend these events 
because you will get a chance to really get to know 
the members in a relaxed atmosphere.  Andy and 
Bryan have planned a beach picnic for June 5th.  Let 
them know if you need a ride or can take others on 
your boat.  Also, let them know if you need direc-
tions or someone to follow.  
 

 Please don’t let yourself feel like a new member.  
Just join in and you will soon feel like you have 
been in the family forever.  If you have questions or 
concerns, call any of the Bridge members for assis-
tance.   
 

 Remember, this is your squadron so make the most 
of it!! 
 

 See you on the water.���

(Continued from page 3) 

A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 
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MISPS Lunch/Cruise:  
Joe’s Crab Shack  in 
Naples – April 24th 

Nice large group of MISPS members lunched at Joe’s! 

Photos on this page by Lt John Cavanagh, P 
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Preparing your Boat for a Hurricane 

The rule for tying up a boat for a hurricane is:            
there is no such thing as too many lines, nor   
too many attachment points on the boat.   

As the boat is pitched violently about, lines can chafe, cleats can pull out, pilings can break or pull out, whole 
docks can collapse, trees can fall down, and ground anchors can be bent or pulled up. Use every cleat on your 
boat for as many lines as it can hold, and run them to as many independent points on land as you can find.  
Four-inch webbing with shackles works better than line for securing boat to lift cradle. 

Even in small canals and waterways, the waves get surprisingly large during a hurricane, and the boat will be 
flung against the mooring lines with great force. When you tie to a dock cleat, try to imagine suspending your 
entire boat from that cleat. Do you think it will pull out? If so, don't use it. Use a piling. If the pilings look 
weak, look for phone poles or trees. All types of palm trees are particularly hurricane resistant, as are wa-
ter trees such as mangroves and cypress (oak, etc. is brittle and will break). 

A boat lift is not the ideal place to store your vessel during a hurricane, as it is possible for the storm surge 
to rise higher than your lift.  If your boat must remain on its lift, be sure to remove the drainage plug (s) so the 
accumulated rainwater or storm surge will not jeopardize the integrity of your lift.  Raise lift to highest posi-
tion. It is also extremely important that you securely attach your boat to the lift cradle and then the cradle to 
pilings. Use super heavy duty gear (such as Straptight® fastening devices) designed for this application. 

Sometimes it is possible to predict the direction from which the strongest winds will come. Look around at any 
nearby boats, especially those you believe will be upwind. Do they have coolers, unsecured hatch covers, or 
anything else that might come flying your way on deck? Do they have lots of lines to different points on land? 
Are the upwind lines doubled or tripled? If the answers are no, you may want to correct that situation if you 
have time. If you take great care to tie up your boat, only to have a nearby boat get loose and smash through 
the side, your boat will be sunk and hanging from her mooring lines. A couple of lines may have prevented 
that, and if the boat owner upwind of you was negligent or ignorant, you will pay the price. Take action; re-
mind yourself that you're not doing it for him; you're doing it for yourself. 

Storm surge should be considered when tying up a boat for a hurricane. The water can rise 15 feet or more 
above normal high tide levels. For that reason, all lines should be as long as possible, led to the most distant 
points on land that are feasible. The rules for the use of spring lines and bow and stern lines apply to storm 
surge tides as well, but the distances must be larger because the tide may rise much higher than normal. 

 

The last two steps to hurricane preparedness for your boat actually take place on land:                  

1. Get your insurance policies and anything else money can't replace.                                                                                          
2.  Leave!  Do NOT stay on a boat during a hurricane.  Do not stay in the path of a hurricane.  

 [Source: www.tropicalboating.com/handling/hurricnaes-and-boats  & Florida Sports Fishing Journal]  
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Ratchet tie down buckle 

How to Prepare Your Boat for a Hurricane 

 The most important thing to remember about hurricane preparations is to 
act early. Don't make the mistake of waiting until a hurricane is forecast 
to hit to go out and shop for anchors and extra line. These items should be 
a part of your vessel's essential gear.  

Make a list and check off items as completed. 

Guidelines for securing your boat at a marina or dock: 

· Tie high on pilings to allow for rising water; if on a lift, raise lift and secure 
 boat to lift cradle and cradle to pilings. 

· Run extra line and double tie every knot; use 4-inch webbing with buckles   
 for tie-down. 

· Purchase rope, duct tape and other materials early before supplies run low. 

· Cover all tie lines at contact points with rubber to prevent chafing. 

· Disconnect shore power. 

· Verify battery power is sufficient to run bilge pumps throughout and after 
 the storm.  Clear bilges of anything that may foul the bilge pumps. 

· Remove or secure all deck gear, radio antennas, outriggers, rafts, sails,  
 tops, canvases, curtains, booms and dinghies and all other objects that 
 could blow away or cause damage. 

· Insert plugs in engine ports. 

· Close fuel valves and cockpit seacocks (boats in water);  
 boats on lift leave seacocks open. 

· Install fenders to protect the boat from rubbing against the 
 dock. 

· Use duct tape to seal windows and hatches. 

· Remove all canvas, chains, life preservers and other 
 equipment to reduce wind load. 

· Ensure fire extinguishers and lifesaving equipment are in 
 working order. 

· Keep copies of boat registration and insurance in a safe 
 place NOT on the boat. 

             After all clear—do list in reverse! 

                

  

Bryan Mordecai with “Calusa Maid” after Hurricane 
Wilma.  It was tied to cradle on lift, but powerful wind 
broke the metal cradle which punctured one of hulls. 

(Source: Flotilla 74 - Brandon, FL, edited) 

4-inch webbing 
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Lots of line! 
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Save the date of 
December 9th 
for the MISPS            
Christmas 
Party! 

Quick, no work snack ... 

Take jumbo pitted olive with pimento, 
slice in half and spread with dab of cream 
cheese. Stick back together … ready to 
serve! 

Do you have a 
favorite boating 

recipe you’d         
like to share?    

          
(submit to editor) 
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Contact persons: 

Andy Battaglia      642-5721 

Bryan Mordecai    642-1006                          

 

 Let us know if you need a ride, 
or if you can take someone on 
your boat, thanks! 

< beach boat on this side 

Markers  ^  

towards  
Coon Key 

Cape Romano Beach Picnic for MIS&PS and MSC: 

  Friday, June 5th 2009 approx. 11 am – 2 pm 

Bring your own everything … socialize with friends 

     and enjoy the ambiance of an uninhabited island! 

 

*NOT for navigational 

purposes  . . .   area in 

constant change ! 

*NOT for navigational 

purposes  . . .   area in 

constant change ! 
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District 22          
Spring     

Conference 

Your MISPS delegates attending the D/22 Spring Conference at 
lunch - Jacks in Sarasota: Sheila Thieme, Tippy & John Cavanagh, 
Carl Thieme, Steve & Anne Moore and Andrea Battaglia. 

[L-R] Lt Cdr Steve Moore (S), Past Chief Commander Ernie          
Marshburn (SN), P/C Tippy Cavanagh (SN) receiving “Three Star 
Award” from D/C Tom Krupa (AP) … one of a number of awards. 

P/C Richard A. Quodomine Jr. (SN)  
giving the VSC roundtable - one of 13 
roundtables at the Spring Conference 

Service dog at the conference; 
alerts to seizures. 

Steve accepting the Naples Cruise & 
Rendezvous Trophy 

Tom Krupa and Ernie Marshburn  
visiting the Conference roundtables 

P/D/C Janet U. Lane (SN) 

at BOC roundtable.  Look for her 
article next month! 

BOAT                              
OPERATOR                    
CERTIFICATION 
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Larry Carlen and 
Joanne Foote; Jim 
Ferry, Marsha Riss, 
Therese & Ernie La-
Salle; Sheila Thieme, 
Al Epstein, and Ernie; 
Pat & Alfred Jansen. 

 

Enjoying the “Captain’s Meeting”:  
Bob Mueller, Tippy Cavanagh, & Lee 
Harkness;  Betty & Bob Richardson 
with Carl Thieme center back; Phyllis 
Mueller, Dorothy Harkness with  
Marsha Riss, Anne Moore and Ginni 
Gibson giving hi-fives, plus others. 

36  members gathered 
at CJ’s for beverages;  
28 stayed for dinner! 
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Although the Conch Republic is not, and never was, a real 
secessionist movement, many in Key West continue to iden-
tify with the concerns that motivated the original protest 
against what they view as an "unresponsive" central govern-
ment taking action without considering all of the implications. 
At least three related protests have taken place subsequent to 
the original incident. The Conch Republic celebrates Inde-
pendence Day every April 23 as part of a week-long festival 
of activities involving numerous businesses in Key West.   
The organization - a 
"Sovereign State of 
Mind, seeking only to 
bring more Humor, 
Warmth, and Respect" 
to a world in sore need 
of all three.  

2nd Annual MIYC Conch Republic 
Cruise :  April 23 - 27, 2009 

MIYC Cruise Captains 
Gary and Marsha Riss or-
ganized this fun trip which 
included ten MISPS mem-
bers.  Marsha and Gary 
also arranged a   water-side  
private dinner for 46 in  a 
cordoned off area at the 
Westin Hotel from which 
we could have an excellent 
view of the “Bloody Battle” 
and great Key West sunset.  

Jim digging into the hors d'oeuvers 
at the Captain’s meeting on the dock 
at Le Galleon Marina. 

 

[L-R back row]  Charlie Gentry, Jim Ferry, Gary Ris s, Owen Henning, Bryan Mordecai, 
Marsha Riss; [front] Margie Gentry, Juanita Henning, Mary Carleen Ferry, & Andy B. 

19 



20 

Conch Republic flag, State of FL 
flag, and our American Ensign. 

On the dock - Gary, Jim, Bryan & Mary Carleen 

At dock  “Grand Finale” - Bryan Mordecai & Juanita Henning Andy B. by entrance to The Galleon Marina 

Juanita & Margie at Captain’s mtg. 

Look at all the goodies ! 
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The “Conch Republic” secession is celebrated for days around 
April 23rd.  In addition to the Bloody Sea Battle, the “Longest 
Street Parade” and the 26th Bed Race were held with many 
spectators, participants and Key West’s “finest” enjoying the 
festivities.  Funds are raised to benefit local AIDS programs. 
Also pictured: “Orion” at dock with diver below removing a 
crab pot, while Jim Ferry, Bryan Mordecai and Owen Henning 
look on.  [lower left] Charlie, Bryan, Owen, Juanita & Margie 
at Turtle Kraals for supper. [lower middle] Owen and Juanita 
Henning with Jasmine on dock at the Galleon Marina. 
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Re-enactment of  “Bloody Sea Battle” for the Conch Republic’s 
seceding in 1982 … we had ring-side seats at the Westin Hotel.  

 Toilet paper bombs ! 

Conch Republic boat 
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< Andy & Bryan by Southernmost Point marker (top reads: the Conch Republic). 
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Charlie & Margie Gentry with  the Conch Republic 
“Bloody Battle” spectators in background  

Spectators: Jim, Owen & Bryan 

MISPS Assistant Administrative Officer 1st Lt Jim 
Ferry and Mary Carleen.  Both are Membership 
and Membership Involvement committee chairs.  
Jim is also Boating Activities Chair at the Marco 
Island Yacht Club.            

P/C Owen Henning, AP & Lt Juanita Henning 

“Conch Republic” planes in formation; the 
Coast Guard playing their part displaying 
red smoke to denote defeat as they depart 
the scene after the “Bloody Battle”. 
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MISPS members  
enjoying camaraderie 
and conversation on 
upcoming summer 
events. 

Photos by Lt John Cavanagh, P 


