
VOLUME 31  ISSUE  11    www.marcoislandsailandpowersquadron.org         NOVEMBER     2009 

         Coming Events 
 

           1 Nov.  Merit Marks due (to Phyllis Mueller) !!             [p.  5] 
 

           3 Nov.  Wine & Hors D’oeuvres Committee Mtg. @ Condo              1000          [p. 11] 
 

          6-9 Nov.  D/22 C & R  &  Fisherman’s Village Cruise             [p. 10] 
 

          11 Nov.  Executive Board Mtg. @ MISPS Headquarters                 0900 
 

          11 Nov.  Boating Activities Mtg. @ MISPS Headquarters                       1030           [p. 10] 
 

          11 Nov.  MISPS Dinner Meeting @ Yacht Club  [RSVP by Nov. 6th] 1800               [p. 17] 
   Speaker:  Steve Thompson, City Manager on items of interest to boaters 
 

          20 Nov.  MISPS Lunch @ DaVinci’s    [RSVP by Nov. 13th]              1200    [Flyer enc.] 
 

          25 Nov.  MISPS “Captain’s Meeting” @ CJ’s at Esplanade               1700          [p.  5] 
    
           9 Dec.  MISPS Annual Christmas Party  [RSVP by Dec. 4th]           1800           [p. 15] 
 

          12 Dec.   Christmas Street Parade         

See pp. 12 & 13 for more ... 

“Marker 8” Lunch & Cruise 





The EAGLE’S EYE EDITOR  

 P/C Andrea K. Battaglia, AP 
 

The Legacy-Cape Harbor cruise 
was great fun.  [pp. 18, 19 & 23]
Besides shopping, we also enjoyed 
the pool at both marinas and played 
an exciting team card game. 
Thanks, Lee! 
 

Merit Marks …  yes, it’s that 
time of year again.  PLEASE get  
the information to Phyllis Mueller before Nov. 1st.  
This means all committee chairmen, etc. [see page 5] 
 

Remember MISPS is a volunteer organization.  We still 
have positions that need to be filled [ex: Public Relations].  
Some of these jobs don’t take too much time, so please 
ask about the job description from a Bridge member at our 
next meeting to see how you can help our organization. 
 

Another opportunity to help your squadron, is to join in 
[and it’s fun!] helping with our only fund raiser this year, 
the Wine & Hors D'oeuvers event [see p. 11]. ���

COMMANDER  

Cdr Gary Riss, S 
 

Our Northern friends are return-
ing to the Island in droves.  
We’re glad to have you back! 
 

Our first general dinner meeting 
of the season was well attended. 
Lt/C Steve Moore did a great 
job with obtaining an interest-
ing speaker.  Keith Dameron of 
Orion bank gave an informative 
account of protecting our identity. 
 

The speaker for the November meeting will be the 
Marco Island City Manager.  He will inform us about 
Island issues pertaining to boating.  Dorothy Harkness 
has arranged for an early Thanksgiving dinner.  Please 
send in your reservations by the posted deadline or 
you may not be able to join us for dinner, but are wel-
come to join us later for the speaker and meeting. 
 

The boating activities for the year will be planned at 
the November 11 meeting.  Be sure to attend and give 
your input for both day cruises and overnight cruises.  
This is your one chance to be heard. 
 

The deadline for signing up for the December Christ-
mas party is fast approaching.  Sheila Thieme has ar-
ranged for a fun evening to usher in the holidays. La-
dies, please remember to bring a gift to exchange. 
 

Thanks to all of you who attended the D/22 Fall Con-
ference.  We brought back some very useful informa-
tion for the upcoming year.  Those attending were P/C 
Andy Battaglia, Lts Jim and Mary Carleen Ferry, Lt/C 
Steve and Anne Moore and Cdr.  Gary Riss.  The 
Squadron was well represented but we hope that more 
can attend the Spring conference. 
 

Anne Moore and Ginni Gibson are busy with the Janu-
ary fund raiser.  They need your help, so please let 
them know what you would like to do. Also, start 
planning that special appetizer you plan on bringing 
for the evening.  Tickets will be available at the No-
vember general meeting.  There will be extra tickets 
available if you invite additional friends.  
 

This is your Squadron, so please join in the many 
events. 
 

See you on the water! � �
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In Loving Memory  
 

Our colleague, member and Past Commander 
Jack Dean Crutchfield, AP passed away on 18 
Sept 2008.  He was born in Okmulgee, Okla-
homa in 1934.  Jack served as Commander of 
MISPS from 1993 to 1994.  Our sincere condo-
lences and please keep his wife Ledlie 
and her family in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER  
 

This office is presently 
VACANT !!  We need 
someone to step forward to 
fill this office for the con-
tinuation of our Squadron.  
You will have plenty of 
assistance when you vol-
unteer for this important 
office.  Please do not let 
this office remain vacant 
any longer. ��

You don’t stop learning because you are old; 
you get old because you stop learning! 

 

… sign up for a squadron course. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

LT/C Steven J. Moore, S 
�

I want to extend a big Welcome! 
to our seasonal members who 
are beginning to return to 
‘Paradise’.   
 

We are reviving our popular 
‘Captains Meetings’ at CJs at the 
Esplanade.  We will meet for 
cocktails at 5PM every last 
Wednesday of every month be-
ginning in October.  In order to have tables and chairs 
available for us please call Tippy Cavanagh if you plan to 
attend by the Tuesday morning prior to the meeting date.  
I hope to see you all there. 
 

Our next monthly membership meeting is Wednesday, 
November 11th at the Yacht Club.  Dinner will be Turkey 
and our speaker will be Mr. Steve Thompson, Marco Is-
land City Manager. 
   
Be sure to mark your calendars for the Ways & Means 
Committee meeting on November 3rd and the Boating Ac-
tivities meeting on November 11th. � �

EDUCATIONAL  OFFICER 
LT/C Carl W. Thieme, JN 
 

We are fast approaching the 
start of our educational MISPS 
Educational programming for 
2010 starting in January. Many 
of the courses have been totally 
revised for 2010. Three of the 
advanced topic seminars have 
under gone significant revi-
sions. The newly revised 
courses are: Engine Maintenance, Marine Electronics 
and Weather. A short description of the focus and con-
tent of these three courses is provided those who may 
contemplating signing up for these advanced topic 
seminars. There are no prerequisites for taking these 
courses for Squadron members. Last year we only had 
people sign up for the weather course. We have excel-
lent instructors ready to share their time and experience 
with you. Lets all take advantage of these great educa-
tional opportunities!! 
 

 ENGINE MAINTENANCE---The new Engine Main-
tenance course has been put into one ten chapter course 
that stresses the diagnosis of modern systems and basic 
gas and diesel engine layout and operation. EM covers 
basic repairs that do-it yourselfers can still perform and 
addresses how to diagnose problems you can’t fix so 
your mechanic performs the right repairs. EM also cov-
ers basic systems such as drive systems [propellers], 
steering systems, and engine controls. The course con-
tinues to be ably taught by Lt. Rudi Landwaard an ex-
pert in Diesel Engine Systems. 
 

 MARINE ELECTRONICS---Has now been divided 
into three distinct courses: Marine Electrical Systems 
[MES], Marine Communications[ MCS] and Electronic 
Navigation Systems [ENS]. Successful completion of 
any two of the three course sections will earn the stu-
dent credit for Marine Electronics. MES covers the ba-
sics of electricity, boat electrical wiring, DC and AC 
electrical systems, galvanic and stray current corrosion, 
lightning protection and trouble shooting of boat elec-
trical problems. It also includes detailed instructions on 
using a multi –meter and reading boat wiring diagrams. 
MCS is an in-depth nine chapter review of radio waves 
and transmitters, receivers and transceivers, antennas 
and transmission lines, FCC rules and Regulations, ma-
rine radiotelephone operating procedures and other 
communication services [EPIRB, DSC, GMDSS, satel-
lite communications and more]. ENS consists of eight 
chapters on electronic navigation instruments including 
depth sounders, radar, GPS, chart plotters, Loran and 
personal computers and how to (continued on Page 21) 
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Our dear friend and member, 
Carole Walper, has passed 
away.  Carole was the wife of 
our late Past Commander Nor-
man H. Walper, P (2002-
2003).  Carole died on Mon-
day, Sept. 28, in Oakland 
Park, Florida at her daughter 
Jodie's home. Funeral services 
for Carole were held in 
Adrian, Michigan.   
 

Carole was very active and participated in so many 
of our squadron events. Carole will be earnestly 
missed by all who knew her.  We express 
our sincere sympathy to her family. ����

Marco Is. Condo for rent in Nov.  The details are: 
1/2 price week at the Charter Club on the beach, 
2/Br, 2/Ba. sleeps 6, nice Gulf view; Available week 
of Nov. 28 - Dec. 5th. call Steve Moore @ 642-3655. 

Did you know … the best colors for life 
preservers are Red, Orange and Yellow? 
 [Blue is very difficult to see.] 



SAFETY OFFICER 
Lt Rudi Landwaard, P 
 
KNOW YOUR BOAT’S  
CAPACITY 
 

 A boat operator should never 
take a boat on the water with 
too many people or too much 
gear on board.  Boats loaded 
beyond their capacity will 
swamp or capsize more easily 
and will be more difficult to 
control.  Look for a capacity 
plate near the operator’s position or on the transom of the 
boat.  The plate indicates the maximum weight and capacity 
and/or the maximum number of people that the boat can 
carry safely in good weather. 

  
· You should not exceed either the stated maximum 
weight capacity or the maximum number of people. 
· Maximum weight is the combined weight of passengers, 
gear and motors. 
· In many states, it is a violation to exceed capacity 
 

 Maximum Capacity Plate:  Although federal law requires 
capacity plates only on boats less than 20 feet in length, the 
National Marine Manufactures Association (NMMA) re-
quires a capacity plate on all boats less than 26 feet in order 
to be certified by NMMA. 
 
 

 

 

 

· Federal law requires single-hull boats less than 20 feet 
in length to have a capacity plate. (However, PWC and sail-
boat manufacturers are not required to attach a capacity 
plate.)  Always follow the recommended capacity found in 
the owner’s manual and on the manufacturer’s warning de-
cal.  Never exceed these capacity recommendations. 
· On vessels with no capacity plate, use the following rule 
of thumb to calculate the number of persons (weighing 150 
lbs. each on average) the vessel can carry safely in good 
weather conditions: 
 

 Number of people = vessel length (ft.) x vessel with (ft.) 
     15 
For example, for a vessel 18 feet long by 6 feet wide, the 
number of persons is 18 times 6 (or 108) ÷ by 15, which 
equals seven 150-lb. persons (or a total weight of 7 x 150 or 
1050 lbs.). � �
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Merit Marks due … 
 

Send your Merit Mark information to Phyllis 
Mueller at bobandphylmueller@yahoo.com 

before Nov. 1st.  Please give a somewhat 
detailed description of what job the person did 
and how many hours it took.  Example:  Organ-
ized an event;  say what they did, like they se-
cured the location, set the time, set the menu 
took all the reservations, etc.  Details will help 
Phyllis a lot.  Thank you!  

To be Continued all year  . . . 
 

What: MISPS “Captain’s Meeting”  
Where:  at CJ’s at the Esplanade 
When:  17oo (5:00 pm) last Wed, 
      of each month !! 
Why:  to socialize with fellow  
      members 
Reserve a chair!! Call 

Tippy to let 
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[L-R] Fri eve-
ning’s costume 
dinner—MC’s 
Cleopatra and 
movie star; Cdr 
Gary & Marsha 
Riss dancing; 
Mary Carleen 
Ferry as winner 
of Oscar center-
piece! 

Marsha, Anne, Mary Carleen & Jim; D/1st/Lt Dick Clemm (who 
took over as Assist. Treas. from Tippy and was in a NJ Squadron 
with Andy B.), Marsha, Jim, and Anne … “mixing” at reception. 

Dis t r i c t  22   
Safety Officer 
P/C Chris Kock-
ritz, AP giving 
one of the many 
Roundtables at 
the 2009 Fall 
Conference.   
 

 
MISPS delegates 
were assigned to 
attend various 
seminars. 

D/22 Fall District Conference - Oct. 2-3 
MISPS delegates gather at Marina Jack’s for 
lunch before registering: Marsha & Cdr Gary 
Riss, Exec. Officer Steve and Anne Moore, 
(back) P/C Andrea Battaglia, and Asst. Admin. 
Jim and Mary Carleen Ferry. [below] MISPS one 
of hosts for Conf. Hospitality Reception - Cdr 
Gary by bar; Steve set-up bar and Gary is ready to 
serve! 

Have some candy girls! 

7 
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 Marco Community Bank is your 
Full-Service Financial Institution serving 

Marco Island and is the only “Hometown Bank”. 
Marco Community Bank is locally owned 

and locally operated while 
providing Free Personal Checking, 

Free Internet Café, Internet Banking and 
Online Bill Payment. 

additionally offering various types of Residential,  
Commercial, and Consumer Loans, as well as                          

Boat Financing. 
 

 Visit us @ our website: 
www.marcocommunitybank.com  



MISPS general meeting 14 Oct: 
The October speaker was on current 
scams and identity theft presented by 
Keith Dameron, VP of Orion Bank.  
Scam and identity theft criminals see 
an opportunity for this less obvious 
crime in our affluent area.  At ATM’s 
a number of types of skullduggery 
goes down.  “The trap” where x-ray 
film is folded into a “V” and edges 
crimped to fit the ATM slot.  You put 

in your card, but it won’t work when you enter your PIN. 
A “helper” nearby offers assistance and enters your num-
ber, but it still won’t work, so you both walk away.  The 
“helper” goes back and removed your card with his device 
and now has your PIN.  Another ploy is “the skimmer”. 
 

When you’re shopping in Public, etc., don’t leave your 
purse in the baby seat, especially not open for crooks to 
reach in for your wallet or take the whole purse. 
 

“Check washing” is done 10 million times a year using 
acetone to remove amount writing while carefully safe-
guarding the signature!  Use gel pens to prevent this; one 
that works is the Unibal 207 gel pen. 
 

Don’t mail your checks in that box on a pole at the end of 
your driveway (mailbox), especially with the flag up to 
advertise “here I am take me”!  Protect your information 
(birth date, social security number, etc.) … never give out 
to anyone who calls or Online questioners, or discard on 
paperwork.  Use a diamond cross cut shredder; old ribbon 
type shredded paper can be reassembled in minutes.  Keith 
presented many more examples of ways to protect from 
scams and identity theft.  His door prize of a Diamond 
cross cut shredder was won by P/C Dick Rogers.  Thank 
you, Keith, for your helpful suggestions. � �

Tom Menaker presented 25-year USPS pin! 
 

Tom is originally from Harrisburg, 
PA.  He first came to Marco Island in 
1975, and moved here full time in 
2001.  He is an attorney and arbitra-
tor, a graduate of Duke Law School, 
and has defended some famous white 
collar criminal cases. 
 

 Tom started sailing in small boats in 
1961, and by 2000 he and his wife 
had circumnavigated the world, about 70,000 miles 
in 11 years.  They traveled six continents and crossed 3 
major oceans.  They lived on their 40-foot Island Packet 
for 11 years before deciding it was time to move ashore 
in Southwest Florida. 
 

 Tom joined the Power Squadron for the educational 
courses and the fellowship of other boaters.  A few years 
ago, he gave an excellent lecture on these sailing experi-
ences at one of our MISPS meetings.  Tom is also inter-
ested in biking, birding and enjoys travel. � � �

New members presented their certificates by Cdr Gary Riss:  
[L-R] Cdr Riss, Mary Ann and Ed Shebert, plus Ann Marie and Tom Ryan. 
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Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron 
Boating Activities 

ATTENTION !!  Next meeting of the Boating Activities Committee will be on Nov. 11th  
   at 1030 at the MISPS Headquarters Condo located at 1114 North Collier Boulevard! 

 

Any MISPS member is welcome to attend, we value your suggestions.  Please come  
and help “us” to brainstorm for fun places to cruise, length of cruises, day cruises, etc. 

 
 
 
 -Barry Noffze, Chair, Boating Activities 

 For additional information contact the individual                                                                                                            
 cruise captain or Barry Noffze at 642-6055 

6-9 Nov District C & R / Fisherman’s Village Jim Ferry 394 4884 

Dates Destination Cruise Captain Phone 

Join the MISPS group for the 
D/22 C&R (see pp. 21 & 23)  

& Fisherman’s Village Cruise  
 

Contact Cruise Captain 
Jim Ferry @ 394-4884 
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MISPS 
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September 18, 2009 
MISPS Cruise & Lunch 
at Marker 8,  Goodland 

It was a fantastic day with bright blue skies, and an extremely high tide, for the 
cruise & lunch at Marker 8 in Goodland.  Some came by boat, the remainder of 
MISPS members and guests by car for a total of 23 for lunch.  In response to the 
deluge of letters and e-mails I have received asking if the high tides experienced at 
Marker 8 on Sept 18th were the result of global warming or idiopathic glacial abla-
tion, the answer is neither!  It’s actually an astronomical phenomenon that occurs 
quite regularly and predictably.  Lunar perigee and a spring tide both occurred near 
the same time.  The spring tide, you will recall, happens around the time of full and 
new moon.  This one was on the new moon of Sept. 18th.  The lunar perigee of 
Sept. 16th represented the closest approach to the earth in its elliptical orbit and was 
a mere 364,053 km from the earth (average distance to earth is 384,403 km), thus 
our high tide!  We were happy to have a few more snowbirds return for lunch. ��

Clockwise:  Marker 8 restaurant sign at 
driveway entrance in Goodland; Ruth 
Noffze, Tippy Cavanagh, Barry Noffze 
and Ed Shebert on dock with MISPS 
boats; John & Tippy Cavanagh in 
“Tippecanoe”; Al & Pat Jansen with 
USPS Ensign on boat; Ruthie & Barry 
Noffze on dock and Jansen’s on boat;  
on waterway marker 8 with Al & Pat 
Jansen underway. [Cover] John 
Cavanagh, Barry Noffze, Tippy 
Cavanagh, Al & Pat Jansen, and Ruthie 
Noffze. 
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Cruise & Lunch - Marker 8 in Goodland continued ... 

Our MISPS group:  [L-R top - bottom] At Marker 8 Restaurant;  
Juanita and Owen Henning, Rudi Landwaard, Larry and Betty Carlen; 
Tippy Cavanagh, Andy Battaglia, Ed Shebert; Bryan Mordecai on 
dock in front of Marker 8;  Sheila, Bruce and Troy Miles with Jim 
Simmons plus Ruth and Barry Noffze; Anne Moore, Al Jansen, Steve 
Moore, Dick and LuAnn Rogers, Pat Jansen;  Pat and Al Jansen on 
dock ready to leave; Ruth Noffze, Andy B., with Pat and Al Jansen on 
their boat. 

13 
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Mike Polly Randy Graham                                 
Office (239) 642-0067—Fax (239) 642-9540                         

941 Windward Drive, Marco Island, FL 34145                
email:  imsmarine@embarqmail.com        



Admission per person:  $38.00 
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WEDNESDAY, 11 NOV.  2009 
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1800 (6:00 PM) – SOCIALIZING 
1830 (6:30 PM) - DINNER  

1930 (7:30 PM) SQUADRON  
MONTHLY MEETING  
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PLEASE RSPOND BY NOVEMBER 6, 2009 
 

** Because the Yacht Club is closed on Mondays,  
reservations must be in by the Friday before the meeting so 
that the proper amount of food may be ordered. ** 
 
MAIL CHECKS PAYABLE TO MISPS TO: 
�

DOROTHY HARKNESS 
1651 BARBADOS CT. 
MARCO ISLAND, FL 34145 
642-3575 
 
 ����������������������������������������
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Over the years considerable time and effort has 
been spent in attempts to understand the whys and 
wherefores of boating accidents.  A boat collision 
in the middle of a lake or other body of water on a 
beautiful afternoon with unlimited visibility is 
much more difficult to understand; especially 
when neither operator had been drinking and both 
claimed that they “never saw the other boat”. 
 

 Although these accidents are not among the most 
common, they occur with alarming frequency and 
cause deaths, injuries and property damage.  Coast 
Guard studies determined that boat factors such as 
construction, windshields, colors, and other engi-
neering factors did not explain why the operators 
failed to see the other boat.  Studies did determine 
however, that various elements in boating environ-
ment did effect the operators. 
 

 After being exposed to elements such as noise, 
wind, vibration, sun, and glare for about four 
hours, operators seemed to develop something like 
tunnel-vision and highway hypnosis.  This fatigue 
reduces reaction time and consumption of alcohol 
(which one should never execute when underway) 
further aggravates the fatigue factor. 
 

 A few hours of sun, wind, glare, noise and vibra-
tion can tire boat operators enough to miss impor-
tant things around them and cause an accident.  
Operators need to be aware of this and make a spe-
cial effort to be alert, to avoid other boats, snags, 
and other floating debris after a day on the water.  
Most of all, responsible boat operators save their 
time for drinks until after they get home. � �
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[top to bottom L to R] Zephyr V 
docking at Legacy - Bryan aboard 
Andrea B II; Cdr Gary Riss, 
Cruise Captain P/C Lee Harkness 
and wife Dorothy plus Andy B on 
way to Publix;  Juanita Henning 
and Marsha Riss at Joe’s Crab 
Shack; Dorothy on bow of Zephyr 
V; Zephyr V with Lee, note Andrea 
B II in background; Lee ready for 
his crab pot; Dorothy doing the 
chicken birthday dance; Lee & 
Dorothy, Juanita & Owen, Andy 
B, Gary & Marsha Riss,  and 
Bryan; in kitchen: Owen, Bryan, 
Juanita, & Dorothy on “grill 
night”; Lee in his favorite chair! 18 

Legacy Harbor - Cape Harbor Cruise  



“Shark Bite” Bacardi Limon Rum, Skyy Vodka, Blue  
Curacao, sweet & sour and dangerous dose of grenadine! 

2 birthday’s to celebrate !! 

Dorothy & the Gar 

Owen Henning aboard his vessel 

Gary “the Gar” Riss - his birthday - and Marsha at Cape Harbor 

2nd Annual Birthday Cruise   [Legacy & Cape Harbor] 
by Cruise Captain P/C Lee Harkness, AP  
 

On 23 September four boats; Far From Normal with Marsha and Gary 
Riss, Grand Finale with Juanita and Owen Henning, Andrea B II with 
Andy Battaglia and Bryan Mordecai and Zephyr V with Dorothy and Lee 
Harkness left Marco Island for Legacy Harbor Marina in Fort Myers.  The 
cruise captain was late, as usual and brought up the rear.   
 

That evening after the mandatory captains’ meeting we  (continued on page 23)  
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Sept.  
23 - 27, 
2009 

Cruise Group ! 
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T. J.’s Chili Dip 
 

1   10.5 oz  can  Hormel Chili (no beans) 
1    8 oz  pkg  Neufchatel or cream cheese 
1 8 oz  pkg  Monterey Jack, Mex mix cheese,    
 or cheddar - grated  or shredded 
1    bag  Frito Scoops (or similar scoops)  
 

Pam the bottom of an 8x8 inch glass baking 
dish. Spread the cream cheese over the bottom. Spread 
the chili over the cream cheese. Top with one of the 
cheeses. Broil (microwave) enough to soften cheese. 
 

 Mods:  Use mashed or refried beans (and chili powder?) 
instead of Hormel chili. 

 Add chopped green onions to top. 
 Add chopped fresh cilantro between cream     
                        cheese and chili  

         
 
 

About our member … 
T. J. Brown, S 
 

T. J. is originally from Dayton, 
Ohio.  She bought property on 
Marco Island in 1976 and vaca-
tioned here until 1984 when she 
retired and moved permanently 
to the Gulfview Club Condo as a 
full time resident.   
 

Previously T. J. was employed 
in public education in the fields 
of teacher, coordinator and principal.  On Marco, she was 
employed as a librarian for 2 ½ years at our local library.  
T. J. is interested in reading, fishing, traveling, cooking 
volunteering and helping others. T. J. boated with her 
friends the Miles on many occasions.  Troy wanted to 
join MISPS, so Troy and T. J. studied Boat Smart to-
gether and joined the squadron in January 1991.  
  

T. J. met many friends in the squadron and became in-
volved with committees, boating excursions and teaching 
one segment of the Boat Smart class for a short time.  
With this interest, T. J. became co-owner of a boat (32½-
foot, 11’ beam) and became more involved with cruising 
and many events of the squadron.  With time, she had to 
curtail a portion of activities with the squadron. ��

Recipe … great for cruising: 

EDUCATIONAL OFFICER  (continued from page 4) 
 

interface these systems for use on the bridge. A separate 
section on new visual aids to piloting is included. 
 

WEATHER---In this course students will learn the basic 
principles of meteorology---the science of the atmos-
phere; how weather systems form, behave, move and 
interact with one another and reflects the availability of 
all sorts of weather reports and forecasts on the Internet. 
The course is taught during ten classroom sessions. We 
have been fortunate to have P/C John Krehbiel SN one 
of the original hurricane/typhoon hunters teaching the 
course with the assistance of P/D/C Bob Sparrow SN. 
 

 I hope more of our squadron will take advantage of the 
great faculty and courses offered by MISPS. The exact 
dates for each of the courses will be in the December 
issue of the Eagle Eye. � � �

TIDE TABLE “ERROR”  by Lt Bryan Mordecai, Fleet  Capt. 
My computer generated tide table is set to automatically 
switch to Standard Time in the fall. Unfortunately the date 
for the switch has changed from Sun 25 Oct. to 1 Nov. 
Thus my tables are in error by 1 hour between the dates of 
25 Oct. 2009 and 1 Nov. 2009.   How about yours? 

Editor’s Note: Sorry for my misspelling of Pat & Al’s last 
name in past issues; it should be spelled “Jansen” ! I get 
confused because one of my many cousins is named Jensen. 

About our members …   

P/C Alfred H. Jansen Jr., AP and his wife Pat 
 

Pat and Al are from 
Maryland and came to 
Marco in 1998; they are 
full time residents.  Al 
was a dentist and Pat a 
homemaker and mother 
of 4 children, but also 
did bookkeeping for 
Al’s dental office.  Al 
was a member of the Bush River Yacht Club and since 
1960, the Bush River Power Squadron, serving as Com-
mander (1968), in Maryland.  Pat, along with another 
gal, formed the Auxiliary to the Bush River Power 
Squadron.  Pat & Al have not been without a boat since 
1959!  They had several twin screw flying bridge cruis-
ers, a 34-foot Drift-R-Cruz house boat, a 34-foot shoal 
draft Columbia sail boat, a pontoon boat, and currently 
have a 22-foot Grady White center console.  In addition, 
they had a commercial crab license in Maryland which 
their son now works.  Pat is the granddaughter of a 
Chesapeake Bay Oysterman.  They boated on the Chesa-
peake Bay for many years, then bought a house in 
Ocean City, MD and boated on Assawoman Bay and the 
Atlantic Ocean.  Currently they enjoy the waters around 
Marco Island. � �

21 



22 



Legacy-Cape Harbor Cruise (continued from page 19) 
 

celebrated Dorothy’s birthday at Joe’s Crab Shack.   The 
following day was spent lounging and shopping.  That 
evening we barbequed and ate dinner in Andy’s suite 
and watched Survivor on TV. 
 

After two days at Legacy, it was time to move on.  
Grand Finale and Far from Normal led the way fol-
lowed later by Zephyr V and Andrea B II.  It was a short 
cruise of about an hour to Cape Harbor.  At Cape Har-
bor we must transit a lock to get to the docks.  It is a 
small lock and basically just closes one end and opens 
the other.  The rest of the day was spent lounging and 
shopping. 

 

That evening after the mandatory captains’ meeting we 
celebrated Gar’s birthday at Rumrunners. 
 

On Saturday we lounged and shopped (you can probably 
see a pattern developing). 
 

Sunday arrived with some showers to mark the end of 
the MISPS cruise.  Andrea B II left for Marco and the 
other three boats joined a Yacht Club cruise in Fort 
Myers Beach. 
 

This is the second Birthday Cruise.  Next year, if you 
have a birthday about the same time, please join us.  If 
you don’t have a birthday, join us anyway. � �

About our member … 
P/Lt/C James W. Simmons, AP 
 

Jim was born and raised in Findlay, 
Ohio and graduated from Ohio State 
U. College of Agriculture.  After col-
lege he was drafted into the Army and 
spent some of the time in an Armed 
Forces Special Weapons Unit in TX 
working with atomic bombs.  Jim 
spent 32 years selling Purina Chows 
and developing animal feeding pro-
jects in Western Ohio for the Ralston 
Purina Co; he retired as top District 
Sales Manager. 
 

 As a busy salesman, he endeavored to 
enjoy weekends, so purchased his first boat in 1965.  It 
was a used 24’ Sport Craft with plywood hull and a 
rounded bottom, big mistake.  He broached twice in this 
boat … twice you either get out of boating or get a differ-
ent boat.  Result: 1967 a new 26” Owens, then a 36’ 
wooden Cruisalong, and the final Lake Erie boat, a 40’ 
Egg Harbor Sport Fisherman.  He cruised Lake Erie, Lake 
Huron and surrounding areas using only a boxed compass, 
charts and the Coast Pilot.  On one of his area trips he 
went through a total of 52 locks!  Jim joined the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary and performed Operational Patrols; he 
was active in West Harbor Yacht Club and served as 
Commodore for 2 years. 
 

 Jim came to Marco in Jan. 1988 (snowbird for 4 years) 
and attended the MISPS Public Boating Course that fall.  
He became a member of MISPS in March 1989, continued 
to take courses, including all but one of the elective 
courses.  Jim was also an instructor for the Public Boating 
Course.  He was active with the group enjoying many 
cruises (St. Augustine, Key West, Circle FL, Bahamas, 
etc.) and served as cruise captain of several trips.  Jim 
served as MISPS Secretary for 3 years, hence his title as 
Past Lt Cdr.  In 1997, Jim moved to Port of the Islands 
where he currently resides, and continues to be active in 
MISPS. �����  Happy 80th Jim ! 

Enjewel donated a 
lovely purse for our 
W & M Wine and 
Hors D'oeuvers 
event in January.  

. . . 
Two boats 

in the 
small lock, 
separating 

salt and 
fresh  
water. 

. . . 
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